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SUBJECT: OMBUDSMAN'S REPORT ON MINISTERIAL IRREGULARITIES 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. ON OCTOBER 1ST, GOVT OWNED CHRONICLE AND GRAPHIC REPORTED 
RELEASE OF LONG AWAITED OMBUDSMAN S REPORT ON ALLEGED IRREGULAR- 
ITIES COMMITTED IN 1971 BY THEN MINISTER OF WORKS AND HYDRAULICS 
HAMILTON GREEN AND THEN MINISTER OF HOUSING AND RECONSTRUCTION 
DAVID SINGH. IN HIS REPORT, OMBUDSMAN GEORGE VAN SERTIMA FOUND 
NO SUPPORT FOR ALLEGATIONS AGAINST GREEN WHO IS NOW MINISTER OF 
COOPERATIVES AND NATIONAL MOBILIZATION, BUT HE CONCLUDED THERE WAS 
SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE TO INDICATE SINGH, NOW GUYANA'S AMBASSADOR 

TO CHINA, HAD USED PUBLIC FUNDS TO BUILD PRIVATE HOME. COMPLETE 
REPORT WILL BE AVAILABLE AFTER FORMAL PRESENTATION TO NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

2. ALLEGATIONS AGAINST MINISTERS WERE MADE BY EUSI KWAYANA, 

LEADER OF AFRICAN SOCIETY FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH INDE- 
PENDENT AFRICA (ASCRIA). KWAYANA ALLEGED THAT GREEN HAD COMMITED 
VARIOUS CORRUPT ACTS IN OBTAINING LAND AND BUILDING MATERIALS FOR 
HIS HOUSE AND COMMITTED IRREGULARITIES IN AWARDING CONTRACTS. 
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QUOTE TTERE IS AMPLE REASON TO BE CRITICAL OF THE MINISTER 
UNQUOTE. 

3. KWAYANA ALSO ALLEGED SINGH HAD FAILED TO AWARD CONTRACTS TO 
COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES, INFLUENCED AWARDING OF CONTRACTS TO HIS 
UNCLE, AND USED PUBLIC FUNDS TO BUILD PRIVATE HOME. VAN SERTIMA 
REPORTEDLY FOUND NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT FIRST TWO CHARGES BUT HE 
FOUND SINGH DID USE PUBLIC MATERIALS AND LABOR TO BUILD HIS HOME. 

4. ACCORDING TO CONSTITUTION, OMBUDSMAN, APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT 
ON RECOMMENDATION OF PRIME MINISTER, HAS BROAD POWERS TO INVES- 
TIGATE ANY ACTION TAKEN BY GOVT MINISTRY OR DEPARTMENT. 

OMBUDSMAN REPORTS TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, BUT CONSTITUTION IS NOT 
SPECIFIC ON LEGAL OR OTHER ACTION TO BE TAKEN BASED ON OMBUDSMAN S 
FINDINGS. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

5. COMMENT: OMBUDSMAN'S REPORT ONLY SCRATCHES SURFACE OF WHAT MOST 
GUYANESE BELIEVE IS WIDESPREAD GOVT CORRUPTION AND MISUSE OF POWER. 
RELEASE OF REPORT SUGGESTS THAT PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM HAS BEEN 
FORCED TO TAKE ACTION TO RESTORE GOVT EFFICIENCY AND PUBLIC CON- 
FIDENCE, EVEN IF THERE IS SOME EMBARRASSMENT TO HIS GOVT. CODE 

OF CONDUCT FOR GOVT OFFICIALS TO BE ANNOUNCED IN DECEMBER WILL BE 
NEXT STEP IN THIS EFFORT. OPPOSITION GROUPS. HOWEVER. WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY CLAIM THESE EFFORTS DO NO GO FAR ENOUGH. 

KREBS 
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